Got Faith?

Hermas Mandate 6

1[35]:1 I charged thee," saith he, "in my first commandment to guard faith and fear and
temperance." "Yes, Sir," say I. "But now," saith he, "I wish to show thee their powers
also, that thou mayest understand what is the power and effect of each one of them. For
their effects are two fold. Now they are prescribed alike to the righteous and the
unrighteous.

1[35]:2 Do thou therefore trust righteousness, but trust not unrighteousness; for the way
of righteousness is straight, but the way of unrighteousness is crooked. But walk thou in
the straight [and level] path, and leave the crooked one alone.

1[35]:3 For the crooked way has no tracks, but only pathlessness and many stumbling
stones, and is rough and thorny. So it is therefore harmful to those who walk in it.
1[35]:4 But those who walk in the straight way walk on the level and without stumbling:
for it is neither rough nor thorny. Thou seest then that it is more expedient to walk in
this way."

1[35]:5 "I am pleased, Sir," say I, "to walk in this way." "Thou shalt walk," he saith, "yea,
and whosoever shall turn unto AHAYAH with his whole heart shall walk in it.

2[36]:1 "Hear now," saith he, "concerning faith. There are two angels with a man, one of
righteousness and one of wickedness."

2[36]:2 "How then, Sir," say I, "shall I know their workings, seeing that both angels
dwell with me?"

2[36]:3 "Hear," saith he, "and understand their workings. The angel of righteousness is
delicate and bashful and gentle and tranquil. When then this one enters into thy heart,
forthwith he speaketh with thee of righteousness, of purity, of holiness, and of
contentment, of every righteous deed and of every glorious virtue. When all these things
enter into thy heart, know that the angel of righteousness is with thee. [These then are
the works of the angel of righteousness.] Trust him therefore and his works.

2[36]:4 Now see the works of the angel of wickedness also. First of all, he is quick
tempered and bitter and senseless, and his works are evil, overthrowing the servants of
Alahayim. Whenever then he entereth into thy heart, know him by his works."

2[36]:5 "How I shall discern him, Sir," I reply, "I know not." Listen," saith he. "When a
fit of angry temper or bitterness comes upon thee, know that he is in thee. Then the
desire of much business and the costliness of many viands and drinking bouts and of
many drunken fits and of various luxuries which are unseemly, and the desire of
women, and avarice, and haughtiness and boastfulness, and whatsoever things are akin



and like to these--when then these things enter into thy heart, know that the angel of
wickedness is with thee.

2[36]:6 Do thou therefore, recognizing his works, stand aloof from him, and trust him in
nothing, for his works are evil and inexpedient for the servants of Alahayim. Here then
thou hast the workings of both the angels. Understand them, and trust the angel of
righteousness.

2[36]:7 But from the angel of wickedness stand aloof, for his teaching is evil in every
matter; for though one be a man of faith, and the desire of this angel enter into his heart,
that man, or that woman, must commit some sin.

2[36]:8 And if again a man or a woman be exceedingly wicked, and the works of the
angel of righteousness come into that man's heart, he must of necessity do something
good.

2[36]:9 Thou seest then," saith he, "that it is good to follow the angel of righteousness,
and to bid farewell to the angel of wickedness.

2[36]:10 This commandment declareth what concerneth faith, that thou mayest trust
the works of the angel of righteousness, and doing them mayest live unto Alahayim. But
believe that the works of the angel of wickedness are difficult; so by not doing them thou
shalt live unto Alahayim."
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